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A TOPIC WORTH DISCUSSINGð 

 When it came to prospective members for any local club or organiza-

tion, Tom Spivey was a marked man. His was the first name to part lips, so 

when the local Civitan Club met to discuss their upcoming membership drive, it 

was no different. Why not? Tom was a handsome, successful businessman, 

great family, one of the friendliest guys youôd ever meet, plus he was often gen-

erous with the checkbook.  

 On everyoneôs radar, Charlie Bishop spotted Spivey first. It was the 

very next day. Tom was in the company of a young couple but Charlie wasted 

no time in telling him all about Civitan and of course invited him to the mem-

bership drive luncheon a week from Friday. Charlieôs presentation was in-

formative and quite enthusiastic as he described all the good Civitan does in the 

community and especially in reminding Tom about all the delicious food they 

were going to serve "their most welcome guest" at the luncheon. To validate 

worthwhile projects, Bishop mentioned that the club was building a wheelchair 

ramp for poor grandparents who were trying to care for their severely handi-

capped grandson on Saturday, the day after the luncheon. "If not too full from 

all that food the day before" Charlie hoped perhaps their newest member would 

be able to stop by.  

 Tom heard one version or another of this story several times over the 

next few days. Jim Thorn gave the spiel to the entire Spivey family at the game. 

Mona Clarke got his ear while he was speaking with an old man she didn't 

know. Others called and emailed. Tom, always pleasant, seemed genuinely in-

terested.  

 As the group began to assemble during the membership drive lunch-

eon, it was common consensus that ole Tom had almost no choice but to show. 

They were wrong! 

 Since no new member prospects had shown the day before, when 

gathering at the ramp build, no one expected to see Tom Spivey. This time, they 

were right; he did not show. Surprisingly though, the young unknown couple 

that Charlie Bishop saw with Tom were among the first to arrive. Not only 

were they there to work but they brought food and drinks for everyone. Charlie 

was quick to learn that the young couple was Brad and Jennifer Olsen. They 

had just relocated to the area; Brad a teacher and Jennifer a dietician at the 

local college. Not much later, a ragged looking old man appeared with a truck 

full of tools and the most compassionate grin anyone had ever seen. No 

one knew the man they soon learned was a retired master craftsman 

who had spent his career on the road but Mona Clarke recognized him 

instantly! No, she didn't know his name. She remembered him as the 

seemingly insignificant old man with Tom Spivey.  
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ñLife is a precious giftò.  

 

 Being the daughter and grand-daughter of preachers and 

teachers, it was no surprise that Dotty Lessley would become an ac-

tive member of the Presbyterian Church and an educator. Following 
her graduation from Jacksonville State University in 1984 with a 

degree in Special Education Emotional Conflict and Psychology, 

Dotty began her teaching career at Greenwood Elementary School in 

Bessemer, Alabama. She went on to teach with Birmingham City 
Schools, Mobile County Schools, The University of Alabama at 

Brewer Porch Childrenôs Center, and Sylacauga City Schools. 

 Church work keeps Dotty busy. She is a member of the 

Chancel Choir, directs the Praise Kids Childrenôs Choir, presents the 
Childrenôs Moment during worship, serves as Historian for Presby-

terian Women locally and for the Presbytery of Sheppards and Laps-

ley, leads the Womenôs Bible Study Group, serves as a elder as 

chairman of the Worship and Evangelism Committee, and serves as 
a member of the Leadership Enhancement Committee as one of 

three representative from the Synod of Living Waters. 

 In her spare time, Dotty enjoys reading, writing, crafting, 
cooking, and digging into her family genealogy. In fact, Dotty has 

been recognized for her writing and cooking. She is currently work-

ing on her paperwork to join the Daughters of the American Revolu-

tion. 
 Dottyôs philosophy is, ñLife is a precious giftò. With that in 

mind, there is always one thing that all of us can say, do, or give 

each and every day to make a difference in someone elseôs life to 

make it better. We should not take life for granted. We can be an 
instrument to help our fellow man. 

GETTING TO KNOW YOUR FELLOW CIVITAN  

DOTTY LESLEY 

DOTTY AT A GLANCE 

 

School 

¶ Jacksonville University  

Hobbies: 

¶ Reading 

¶ Writing  

¶ Crafting 

¶ Cooking 

¶ Genealogy 
 

Other Interest:  

¶ Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revlution 

Civitan Involvement:  

¶ Board Member 

¶ Candy Box Chairperson 
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MARCH OF DIMESðTHEN AND NOW 
Organization:   The March of Dimes is a not-for-profit organization with 501(c)(3) tax -exempt 

status. The mission of the March of Dimes is to improve the health of babies by preventing birth defects, premature 

birth and infant mortality. The foundation is headquartered in White Plains, NY and has 51 chapters across the U.S., 

including the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico. The March of Dimes provides mothers, pregnant women and wom-

en of childbearing age with educational resources on baby health, pregnancy, preconception and new motherhood, as 

well as supplying information and support to families affected by prematurity, birth defects, or other infant health 

problems. 

Name:   The name "March of Dimes"ðcoined by vaudeville star Eddie Cantor as a play on contempo-

rary newsreel series "The March of Time"ðwas originally used for the foundation's annual fundraising event and gradu-

ally became synonymous with that of the organization. It was officially adopted as the organizationôs name in 1976, 

when it became known as the March of Dimes Birth Defects Foundation. In 2007, the name became the March of Dimes 

Foundation.  

History:   The March of Dimes 

was founded by President Franklin D. Roosevelt as 

the National Foundation for Infantile Paralysis 

(NFIP) on January 3, 1938, as a response to U.S. 

epidemics of polio, a condition which can leave 

people crippled. Roosevelt was himself diagnosed 

with polio in 1921, and it left him unable to move 

his legs. The foundation was an alliance between 

scientists and volunteers, with volunteers raising 

money to support research and education efforts. 

Basil OôConnor, an attorney and a close associate of 

President Roosevelt, helped establish the founda-

tion. He became its president in 1938, a position he 

held for more than three decades. His first task was 

to create a network of local chapters that could raise money and deliver aidðmore than 3,100 county chapters were 

established during his tenure. In the years between 1938 and the approval of the Salk vaccine in 1955, the foundation 

spent $233 million on polio patient care, leading to more than 80 percent of polio patients in the U.S. receiving signifi-

cant foundation aid.  

Change of mission:   With its original goal of eliminating polio accomplished, the March of Dimes 

faced a choice: to either disband or dedicate its resources to a new mission. Basil OôConnor, president of the March of 

Dimes at the time, directed his staff to identify strengths and weaknesses of the organization and reformulate its mis-

sion. In 1958, the NFIP shortened its name to the National Foundation (NF) and launched its "Expanded Program" 

against birth defects, arthritis, and virus diseases, seeking to become a "flexible force" in the field of public health. In the 

mid-60s, the organization focused its efforts on the prevention of birth defects and infant mortality, which became its 

mission thereafter At this time the cause of birth defects was unknown; only the effects were visible. In 1976, the organi-

zation changed its name to the March of Dimes Birth Defects Foundation. In 2005, reducing the toll of premature birth 

was added as a mission objective. 

MARCH OF DIMES 

 

Sylacauga March for Babies 

Noble ParkðOctober 23, 2011 

  

When you walk in March for Ba-

bies, you give hope to the more 

than half a million babies born too 

soon each year. The money you 

raise supports programs in your 

community that help moms have 

healthy, full -term pregnancies. 

And it funds research to find an-

swers to the problems that threat-

en our babies. Weôve been walking 

since 1970 and have raised an 

incredible $1.8 billion to benefit all 

babies.  

 

March for Babies is Americaôs 

favorite walking event! Youôll be 

joining 1 million people walking 

with their families or co -workers in 

more than 900 communities. Ex-

pect to run into some old friends 

and make new ones!   

March of Dimes Walk �² 2011 

  о 

SYLACAUGA CIVITAN LUNCHEONð

OCTOBER 5, 2011 

Stephanie Terrell of Sylacauga spoke 

to the group regarding the upcoming  

March for Babies Walk, sponsored 

by March of Dimes, to be held at 

Noble Park on October 23, 2011. The 

weather was perfect and several 

Sylacauga Civitans attended and 

collectively donated $200.00 to the 

cause. Due to race traffic, the event 

was relocated to the Sylacauga Hight 

School track where everyone was to 

walk 12 laps. Who was counting? It 

was a fun morning for all  and thank 

to all who donated time and money. 


